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I had a long talk with Fitzmaurice* yesterday, who was  From my
most frank about his brother and the Peers/'                   Diary,

After this the Lord Chamberlain left us and we hurried
to our rooms to prepare for dinner, as everyone was as
punctual at Windsor Castle then as they are to-day.

I wore a silver dress with a cornflower-blue chiffon
sash and Henry put on his Trinity House uniform. He
had become an Elder Brother the year before, when
King George, then Prince of Wales, had written the
following letter:

" FROGMORE HOUSE,
WINDSOR.

" Nov. ijth, 1908.
" MY BEAR MR. ASQUITH,

" It would give me, as Master of Trinity House,
great pleasure if you would allow me to appoint you
an Honorary brother of that ancient Corporation, a
position which has been held by so many of your
distinguished predecessors in the office of Prime
Minister. Mr. Gladstone, Lord Salisbury, Lord
Rosebery, Mr. Balfour and Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman have all been associated with the Trinity
House.

" I know that your acceptance of this proposal
would give the keenest satisfaction to all the members
of the Corporation. Perhaps if this is agreeable to
you, you could spare an hour to come and be sworn
in some time in the month of February.

" Believe me, dear Mr. Asquith,
" Very sincerely yours,
GEORGE P."

I had a short conversation with the King after dinner,
and was struck by the clearness and strength of his
opinions and wondered if half the House of Lords had
any knowledge of them.

* Lord Edmund Fitzmaurice, brother of the Marquis of Lansdowne,